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PUBLIC WILL SEE MORE EANGERS ON THE BEACH AND IMN THE BOATS
Lake Sidney Lanier, GA. — Visitors to the U2, Army Corps of Enginears Lalke
Lamiar project will notice more rangers patrolling the beaches and laks to promots

water safety.

“The inviting cool lake water and the Georgia suramer heat malke the lake more
mwviting to visitors. They are willng to tale the nsk of playing 1n the lake outside the
desizgnated swim areas and boating without [ife jacket=s, Tz deadly combination has
led to 10 water related deaths this vear,” said Jonathan Dawis, Operations Project
Manager, Lalks Sidney Lamer.

The district operations managers, the lalke project managemesnt and the rangers
agree best way to promote water safety 15 through one-to-one contact with the visitors.

Starting this weslcend, the ranpers will increase boat and beach patrols.

“We want visitors to enjoy the lake, but we want to encourage them to swim in
desiznated arsas. We know the beaches are shallow, but they are groomed to prosade
safe areas to enjoy the water. They do not have drop-offs, shoals or larpe rocks,” said
Chief Fanger Michasl Lapina. “We encourage parents to make their children wear Lie
Jjackets when playing in or near the water. Most parents do not realize that a child can

drown in as few as 60 seconds.”
Eoaters are remumnded to wear life jackets from the tims they srmive at the boat
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ramp until they are tying down their boats to go home. “With the lower water levels in
the lake, boaters tend to back their trailers closer to the end of the concrets ramps to
lanarch their veszels" sald the chief ranzer. “The boat ramps can be slippery smd some

hawve steep drop-offs at the end of the concrete pads."

There iz no reason not to wear a life jacket. People have marny reasons not to put a
life jaclket on when enjoving water activities. It's too hot! It doesnt lock cocl. I know
how to swim. I can reach it if [ need 1it. Nothing 1= going to happen to me.
Approsdmeately TO0 people drown each vear in recreational boating accidents, 90

percent of thesse fatalities could have keen prevented if life jackets had been wormn.

The old cranse, hot, bully vests commonly associated with water safety squipment
are not the only life jackets availakble. New modsels are smaller, slesker and more
comfortable, lesving ou no reasom not to wear 1t. The new inflatable Life jackets have
ereater mokiity and flesdkelity when you ars boating, fishing, sailling or padadling, arnd
they are much cooler in warm weather. The inflatakle floatation devices coms 1n many
models from those that inflate instantly when you hit the water, to those that are

manually mflated. All are desizned to be more comforiakle than the old crange life
Jackets.

Accidents happen guickly on the water, and there just isn't time to zrak a life
Jacket and put it on properly before you are in the water. Without the life jacket omn,
you will mot be askle to help yoursslf or angone else who mag have ended up in the
water with you. The simple act of wearing a life jacket will allow yow to be safe 10 case
of an acoident and will give you the akility to assist friends or family who are in

dangzer.

The other challenge the rangers face are full dag use areas. “We close a park to
traffic when it 15 full. People are willing to park along the edege of the road leading to
the day use areas, but this creates a safeiy hazard,” explained Lapina. “The rangers
have to keep the cars from parldns on the access roads in case an emerpency vehicle

has to comes to the day use area. The ransgers don't like tellng visitors the area is
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closed to additional visitors and they cannot park along sids the road.”

Visitor safety 15 a primary concern of the rangers, gate attendants and

management. “We want visitors to enjoy their time at Lalte Larisr and to plag safely so

they can come back again.” said Lapina.

Water Safety Tips for Swimmers

Learn to swim

Femember that swineming in a lalke 15 not

likes swimpuns 1n a pool.
Wear a bife jaclket.
Swnm with a buddy.

Don't over estimate oUr SWLEIINIINE

apilities.

Water Safety Tips for Boaters
Alwrays wear a life jacket when vou are on
a boat.

Liarny male boaters who drown fell

overboard while smswering nature's call.

Lozt drovwning victims kmew how to swim,
but did not intend to get in the water and
could not reach their lifgjackets in time.

Always boat soker.
Always boat with a friend.

Alwrays use your running lights from dusk

until dswmn when you are on the water.

Alwrays let someone on shore lnow where

you plan to tale the boat.

Alwrays checlks the weather before you put

the boat 11 the water.

Fononr ana followr the water “ruales of the

road.”

Learn how to swim.
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