
Coopenlti\le Agreement between the 
US Army Co rps of Engineers, S.I\, .1I1nah District , 

~lI1d 

O utdoor Reerclltion & Outr·e~l e h , Inc. 

This Cooperat ive Agreement is fo r the mutual benelit of both parties and is between the 
Savannah District, United States Army Corps of Engineers, (herei nafter referred to as the 
"Corps") and Outdoor Rec reation & Outreach, Inc. (here inafter referred to as "OR&O"), acting 
through the Chairman of the Board of Directors or the Board's designee. 

W ITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the Corps operates three multipurpose reservoirs in the Savannah River basin in the 
states of Georgia and South Carolina to promote the Corps ' missions, which include public 
recreation, environmental stewardship, nood control , and water supply and achieves its 
operational goals and miss ions through a wide range of ac tivities, programs, and events; 

WHEREAS, The Corps operates its program for the benefi t of the public and the pub lic requires 
information and facilities for the safe and appropriate use of Corps projects. This info rmation is 
conveyed through a variety of interpretive media such as programs, exhibits, and displays, which 
rely heavily upon the use of audio visual materials, photographs, models, interactive disp lays, 
lectu res, artifacts, and other matcrials which expla in and interpret the Corps, its mission, and 
activities in and around Corps lakes as we ll as the archaeological, natura l, and cultural history of 
the arca; 

WHEREAS, The Corps and OR&O mutually recogn ize that there are significant national public 
benefits from the operat ion of Corps lakes; 

WHEREAS, The Corps natural resou rce management program fosters the ste\vardshi p of our 
natural and cultural environment; 

WHEREAS, OR&O is a Section 50 I (c)(3) non-profi t corporation whose mission is enriching 
lives through outdoor rec reat ion whi le providing for the sustainabil ity of public parks, trai ls, and 
campground fac il it ies. To accomplish this, OR&O co llaborates with the Corps to provide 
recreat ion and educational opportunities, managing campground and recreational areas. and 
providi ng environmental education and interpret ive programs; 

WHEREAS, OR&O has the authority to assist the Corps in its presentation of the natura l, 
cultural, historica l, and project-related features of the Corps lakes to the public through 
programs, exh ibits, and materials to create and implement programs to raise public awareness; to 
raise funds to support these activities; and to raise awareness through media and marketing; 



WHEREAS, the Corps has authori ty pursuant to Section 4 of the 1944 flood Control Act, as 
amended, Titlel6 U.S.C. 460d, to pe rmit the maintenance and operation ofrecrealion facilities at 
water resource development projects by local interests and can enter into licenses and/or leases 
with non-profit organizations for park and recreational purposes, and has authority pursuant to 
Title 33 U.S.c. 2328, to enter into agreements with non-profit organizations for the cooperati ve 
operat ion and management of recreational facilities at water resources development projects and 
to accept contribution of funds, materials, and se rvices from non-profit orguni Z<"1tions for the 
same; 

WHEREAS, the Corps has the authority pursuant to the Federa l Water Recreation Act, Publ ic 
Law 89-72; the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, Public Law 89-665; the 
National Envi ronmental Policy Act, Public Law 89-190; and the A rchaeological Resource 
Protec tion Act, as amended, Public Law 96-95, to provide Natural Resources Management 
programs, act ivities and interpretive functions; 

WHEREAS, the Corps wishes to accept and OR&O wishes to provide the here inafter described 
interpretive, educational, and vol unteer services and contributed fund s, materia ls, supplies, and 
personal property to enhance the visi ting public 's experi ence at the Savannah District lakes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

I. The Corps autho ri zes OR&O to provide, and OR&O agrees to provide, the hereinafter 

described interpretive, educational, and volunteer services and contributed funds, materia ls, 

supplies, and personal property to enhance the vis iting public's experi ence at Savannah Distric t 

lakes. OR&O will not provide, and the Corps wi ll not accept as contributed funds, any funds 

generated on premises leased under 16 U.S.C. 460d. All funds generated on premises leased 
under 16 U.S.C. 460d will be handled as provided in the lease document. 

2. CORPS RESPONSIBILITIES. 

a. T imely Review and Approval. The Corps agrees to review and give necessary approvals 

or disapprovals in a timely manner to OR&O for any and all proposals, programs, special events, 

suggestions, and other activities in which OR&O mi ght wish to engage. 

b. Use of Govcrnmcnt Facilities. A separate real estate instrument wi ll be granted to OR&O 

for the use ofGovemment owned real property. The instrument will not merge with the 

agreement. The rights and respons ib ilities of the Corps and OR&O with respect to Government 

owned real property will be as set forth in such rea l estate instrument. 

3. OR&O RESPONS IBI LITIES. 

a. Corporate Requirements. 
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(I) OR&O's Articles of Incorporati on and By-Laws will comply with the requirements of 
the state(s) in which OR&O is incorporated. Non-profit 50l (c)(3) status must be maintained in 
accordance with state and Federal laws. OR&O will make available for inspection, at the request 
of the Corps, documents demonstrating non-profit status. 

(2) This agrecment and all leases or olher rea l estate instruments between the Corps and 
OR&O will automatically terminate ifnon-profit 50I(c)(3) status is not maintained. 

(3) OR&O wi ll have liability insurance wh ich indemnifies, saves, holds harmlcss, and 
defends the United States against all fines, claims, damages, losses, judgments, and expenses 

ari si ng ou t of, or from any omission or ac ti vi ty of OR&O in connection with activities under this 
agreement. 

(4) OR&O will exerc ise reasonable care to prevent damage to any Government property 
used, or occupied during its operation and will , insofar as possible, protect all such property. 

b. OR&O Activi ties. 

(I) OR&O can offer volunteer services and contributed funds, materials, supplies, and 

personal property which support the mission of the Corps and/or the project. This includes 
assisting, planning, designing, implementing, and conducting interpretive and educational 

programs, activities, and exhib it s. OR&O may not contribute any funds generated on premises 
leased under 16 USC 460d; the use and management of such funds will be as described in such 
lease. 

(2) OR&O can ofTer scientific, research, maintenance and/or other services which support 
the mission of the Corps and their natural reso urce management program. This includes 
ass isting, planning, designing, implementing, and conducting scientific and/or maintenance 
programs, activi ti es, and exhi bits. 

(3) OR&O will cooperate with the Corps in the following acti vi ties; 

(a) Produce and make available to visitors, by sale or free distribution, suitable 
interpretive and educat ional literature and aids to increase the visitors' understanding and 
appreciation of the natural history, cultural , hi sto rical , and man-made features of the Corps lakes 

and the hi story and accomplishments of the Corps. 

(b) Acquire specimens and/or objects pertaining to the hi story, cultures, environment, 
or recreational act ivi ti es of the project or for the purpose o f adding them to the exhibits or 
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programs at the lake 's campgrounds, or othcr such educational fac il ities to assist in preservation 
programs as appropriate. 

(c) Assist in the developmcn t and improvement of interpreti ve devices, and educational 
mate ria ls, includi ng signs, exhi bi ts, materials, and audio-visua l aids. 

(d) Assist in the sponsorship and coordinat ion of professional workshops, trai ning 
opportunities, and spec ia l events. 

(e) Assist in all practical ways in Ihe inte rpre tive, educationa l, and community programs 
of tile Corps for the benefit of the American publ ic. 

c. Sales Option. 

(1) As part of thi s agreement, OR&O can operate a sa les area on a continuo us or 

intermitten t basis at locations approved by the Operations Projec t Manager. 

(2) OR&O is hereby authorized 10 sell and/or distribute interpretive and educational items 

such as publications, maps, audiov isual aids, crans, and other objects directly re lated to the 

interpreti ve and educational themes of the project, visitor center, region, and Corps. The Corps 

can request OR&O to se ll specific items of interpretive value. 

(3 ) OR&O will order, receive, inventory, stock, and otherwise manage all items offered 
fo r sale and/or dist ribution. 

(4) OR&O will sell only items that are appropri ate and of high quality. OR&O wi ll not 
sell any item that has not been approved by the Operations Project Manage r. O R&O will se ll 

items at thei r fai r market value and prices of said items wi ll be submitted and approved in 
writing, in advance by the Operat ions Project Manager. 

(5) OR&O wi ll not sell any original artifacts, sacred items, or antiqu iti es to which the 

Archaeological Resource Protection Act, as amended, would apply, whe ther or not such items 

were discovered on lands owned or controll ed by the United States. 

(6) OR&O wi ll display the sales items in good taste and in keeping with the general des ign 

and decor of the fac il ity which ho uses the sales area. 

(7) OR&O sales are restricted to a location approved by the Corps, which will be kept 

clean and presentable at all times. 

4 



d. Fiscal Management. 

( I) O R&O will conduct its fiscal opera tions in acco rdance with accepted bus iness 
practices. Thi s includes the appropriate usc of a funds accountability system, purchase orders, 
receipts, invoices, and inventory records. 

(2) OR&O will annua ll y submit (within 135 days following the end of each fi sca l year ­

September 30th
) a complete financ ial report to the Corps which includes a written summary of 

OR&O ac tivit ies fo r the year. 

(3) The Corps can revicw the fisca l records of OR&O at any time during the term of this 
Agreement. 

4. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES. 

a. Donat ion of Services, Personal Property. or Materia ls. 

( I) OR&O can, at the discret ion of its Board, loan materials, personal property, and/or 
donate se rvices to the Corps. The Corps rese rves the ri gh t to accept or dec line without 
obl igation, any service or loan offered by OR&O. 

(2) The Corps will take reasonable precautions to protect items loaned by OR&O, but 
assumes no other responsibility for these items. The Corps will return loaned property or items 
as requested by OR&O. 

b. Personnel. 

( I) OR&O and the Corps will each designate. in writing, an O R&O member and a 
Corps representative and alternate who will act as points of contact for the purpose of 
implementing this agreement. 

(2) OR&O wi ll provide such personnel as are reasonab ly necessary to conduc t, operate, 

and manage its cooperative activities. This does not preclude Corps personnel, during the course 
of their no rmal dut ies, from assisting OR&O with nom inal dU lies, including sales. 

(3) Corps personne l will not serve on the board, either as a voti ng member or non-voting 

member, includ ing as an ex-officio member, or as an officer or offi cia l representalive of a 
cooperat ing OR&O, friends group, or other USACE partner organization. However, USACE 

employees can se rve as liaisons, in an advisory capacity, to partner organizations as part of thei r 
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official duties. Corps personnel cannot ac t as the official representative ofOR&O in any matter 
relating to the Corps, or the terms of thi s Agreement. However, ifOR&O has a membership 

program, Corps personnel can join and partic ipale in membership act ivities in a personal 
capacity. 

(4) The Corps will orient all OR&O personnel , staff, andlor volunteers with regard to 
Corps ru les, regulations, and req ui rements, parti cularly with regard to the project and fac ili ti es, 
safcty, and appropriate emergency procedures. OR&O stafT and volunteers involved in visitor 
contact will rece ive add itional ori entation in regard to interpreti ve services. All orientation wi ll 
be conducted prior to assumption of duties. 

(5) OR&O employees or volunteers cannol wear the Corps uniform, or itcms of clothing 
that resemble the uniform. Employees and volunteers ofOR&O, when working at duties that 

bring them into contact with the public, will wea r visible identi fi calion that iden tifies them as a 
OR&O cmployee or volunteer. 

5. ASS IGNM ENT. No transfer or assignment of thi s Agreement or any part thereo f or interest 
therein, directl y, or ind irec tl y, vo luntary or involuntary, can be made by OR&O unless approved 
in writing by the Corps. 

6. MODIfiCATION AN D AMENDMENTS. Modifications and amendments to thi s agreemcnt 
in the fo rm of supplemental agreements can be made from ti me to time lIpon the mutua l written 
consent of the District Commander for the Corps and the Board of Directors of OR&O. 

7. DURATION. This agreement will be effccti ve fo r 5 years commenci ng on the day fo llowing 
the ratification of thi s agreement by the Corps. Thi s agreement will automatically renew fo r 

another 5-year period on October 1 of the last year, un less not ice of cancellation is given by 
either party before the date of renewal. The Corps reserves the right to terminate the agreement, 
or any part thereof, at any time upon written notice. Prior to giving such notice, the Corps will 
meet with OR&O to set forth the reasons fo r such terminat ion. 

8. MISCELLANEOUS. 

a. The rights and benefi ts conferred by thi s agrecment will be subject to the laws of the 
United States governing the Corps and to the rules and regu lations promulgated thereunder 
whether now in force or hereafter enac ted or provided; and the mention of specific restrictions, 

conditions, and stipu lat ions here in will not be construed in any way as impairing the genera l 
powers of supervision, regulation, and contro l by the Corps. 
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b. This agreement in no way obviates the responsibilities o f the Corps. o r O R&O as will be 

required by a lease agreement In situations where OR&O leases fac il ities or areas from the 

Corps, thi s agreement wou ld automat ica ll y become null and void upon the termination or 

cancellation of the lease agreement 

c. OR&O agrees that all its activ ities \-vill be conducted in accordance with all applicab le 

laws and regulations, both state and Federal. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, OR&O has caused thi s agreement to be executed thi s 

"]-f!. day of J\,lf'\.<_ .~ 

Outdoor Recreation & Outreach. Inc . 

Execlltive Director 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Corps has caused this agreement to be rat ified thi s 

21.JL day of H IIf . 2011.. 

Savannah District, US Army Corps of Engineers 

wnder 
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