
Resighting Report Form 
 

Please submit your report via email to arctic.shorebird@gmail.com  
 
Observer name:____________________________ email:______________________________ 
 
Date of observation:___________________________ (circle one: approximate or actual date?) 
 
Latitude _____________________________ 
Longitude ___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

GPS Location Format (circle one):  
Decimal degrees (example: 71.26373N -156.53105 W) 
Degrees minutes seconds (example: N71° 15’ 49’’ 
W156° 31’ 51’’) 
Degrees, decimal minutes (example. N71° 15.8237999 
W156° 31.862999) 

Location description:___________________________________________________________ 
(For example: Salton Sea, southern California  be as specific as possible) 
Species observed: ___________________________________ 
 
Status of bird (circle one): alive         dead  Metal bandnumber:    _________________________ 
 
Colors codes: 
red (r)  
orange (o)  
yellow (y) 

dark green (dg) 
light green (lg)  
dark blue (db)  

light blue (lb) 
gray (gy) 
white (w) 

metal (m)  

 
Flag codes:   
green flag blank (gf)  
green flag engraved (gfe)  

white flag blank (wf)  
white flag engraved (wfe) 

 
Description of marking (see below example):   
 Upper left leg:_____________________________________________________   
 Lower left leg:_____________________________________________________ 
 Upper right leg:____________________________________________________   
 Lower right leg:____________________________________________________ 

 
Example of how to report color banded and flagged shorebirds.  Colors 
are read from top to bottom, bird’s left to the bird’s right.   
 
 Upper Left (UL) = green flag, alpha code= CLM, red  
 Lower Left (LL) = metal band  
 Upper Right (UR) = no bands 
 Lower Right (LR) = yellow, orange, red 
  
Questionable parts of your resighting can be indicated with a “?”. 
Photo taken and submitted (circle one):  yes   or    no 

 
Observer confidence (circle one, see details below)  5 4 3 2 1  
 
Observer Confidence Scale: 
5: High confidence: Able to clearly read flag code and distinguish color band combination, 
confident of species identification. Verified by picture. 

mailto:arctic.shorebird@gmail.com


4:  Moderately-high confidence: Able to read flag code and/or colors combo after a few 
attempts, mostly confident of the flag code and/or color combo, confident of species 
identification.  Picture taken but does not verify the individual identification. 
3:  Moderate confidence:  Able to read most of flag code and colors combination, not 100% 
sure of location of bands, alpha-code or color combos. 
2:  Moderately low confidence:  Able to see that the bird was marked and see some of the flag 
code or color combo.  Not able to confirm flag code or color combo.  Confident in species 
identification. 
1:  Low confidence:  Able to see that the bird was marked but could only read some of the alpha 
coded flag and/or color combo.  Not certain of the species identification. 
 
 
Observation description:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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