




Day use fees help recover a portion of


the costs associated with operating


and maintaining the Corps’ recreation


facilities. Fees increase January 1, 2003.














Corps projects include:


456  lakes in 43 states-hosting 33% of all freshwater lake fishing 


56,000 miles of shoreline


4,000 recreation areas—80% within 50 miles of a large U.S. city


101,000 campsites


3,800 boat launch ramps  - 200,000  fishing tournaments a year


5,000 miles of trails


12 million acres—hosting 20% of visits on 2% of federal lands 


The Corps of Engineers is the nation’s largest provider of recreation facilities.








2003 Fee Schedule





A fee of $1 per person will be charged up to $4 per vehicle at developed swimming beaches


A fee of $3 will be charged for boat launching at ramps that have restrooms, security lighting or other recreation facilities.


An annual pass may be purchased for $30; a duplicate annual pass-$15. An annual pass allows the permit holder and accompanying passengers to use facilities without further charge.


Golden Age and Golden  Access passports will be honored. Holders will be eligible to purchase the annual pass for half price or use facilities, together with guests for half the use fee.


There is no fee for children 12 or younger


Wayside exhibits, overlook areas and visitor centers are free.














Frequently asked questions





Q1: Why does the Corps charge these fees?





A1: The Corps began charging day use fees in the mid-1970s when Congress enacted a law to reduce the national debt. The fees enable the Corps to recover a portion of the costs associated with operating day use areas and some camp sites. The fees offset operation and maintenance costs.





Q2: What law or regulation authorizes the Corps to charge fees?





A2: The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act provides the authority to charge user fees. 





Q3:  Are there any new recreation sites that weren’t charging fees before that will now be charging? Where are they?





A3:  Districts and Divisions determine where they will charge fees. Currently, headquarters has no knowledge of any new areas collecting fees.  





Q4: How does the Corps benefit?





A4: The fees are placed in a special Treasury account and later returned to the Corps for operations, maintenance and improvement of recreation sites and facilities.





Q5: What does the Corps collect fees for? 





A5: Fees are collected from site visitors for the use of specialized sites and facilities such as swimming beaches and boat launching ramps. Fees are not charged for the use of drinking water, wayside exhibits, overlook sites, picnic tables, toilet facilities or general visitor information. They are not entrance fees. For more information contact your local Corps of Engineers office. A complete listing is available at  http:// www.usace.army.mil.














