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HERITAGE MATTERS:  Notes on Cultural Resources Management in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is intended to 
contribute to the Chief of Engineers’ strategic goal of effective communication and will aim to assist subject matter 
experts, planners, tribal liaisons, operations specialists and all team members in the Corps concerned about the 
management of  the cultural environment. 

 
 
Editors Note:  Welcome to the debut of HERITAGE MATTERS!  This inaugural issue is being provided 
to readers through the “Planning Ahead” Listserver and via other USACE electronic mail lists.  
Future editions of HERITAGE MATTERS will be available by subscription to an electronic distribution 
list.  Look for “Subscribing to HERITAGE MATTERS” in the next edition of the newsletter.  
 
 
President Signs Executive Order 13287, “Preserve America” 
 
On March 3, 2003, First Lady Laura Bush, in a public ceremony unveiled Executive Order 13287, titled 
“Preserve America.”  The Executive Order (EO) opens with the following policy statement: 
 

“It is the policy of the Federal Government to provide leadership in preserving America’s 
heritage by actively advancing the protection, enhancement, and contemporary use of the 
historic properties owned by the Federal Government, and by promoting intergovernmental 
cooperation and partnerships for the preservation and use of historic properties.” 

 
In EO 13287, the President calls for the building of preservation partnerships at the Federal, State, Tribal 
and local levels.  The order also provides for improved Federal agency planning and accountability for 
historic properties, including status assessments and inventories.  It calls for reports on compliance with 
Sections 110 and 111 of the National Historic Preservation Act and encourages Federal agencies to 
increase use and availability of historic properties through heritage tourism  and other means. 
 
The full text of “Preserve America” is provided below and can be accessed using Adobe software. 
 

preserveamerica.cgi  
 
  
Alaska District Wins Army Environmental Award 
 
The Army’s Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation Management has announced that the Corps Alaska 
District has won the Cultural Resources Management Team award in the Fiscal Year 2002 Secretary of 
the Army Environmental Awards Program.  The Project Delivery Team (PDT) designed and implemented 
a range of  related cultural resources and environmental efforts on Alaska’s Long and Kodiak Islands.  
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The PDT was challenged to remove contaminated materials; mitigate safety hazards; and, manage 
prehistoric sites, Russian settlements, and historic National Register-eligible military properties all in 
places that could only be reached by boat or helicopter.  Work was performed under the Defense 
Environmental Restoration Program - - Formerly Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS) and the  
Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program  (NALEMP) as a partnership between Alaska 
District and the contracting firm of Jacobs Engineering.  Cultural resources efforts performed in 
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act were identified in a Memorandum 
of Agreement executed by the Corps, Alaska State Parks, Alaska’s State Historic Preservation Office, 
and, the landowner, Lesnoi, Inc. 
 
The Alaska District Long Island – Kodiak Island Program Nomination will now proceed to compete in 
the Secretary of Defense Environmental Awards Program.   Congratulations are due the entire PDT (listed 
on page 2 of the attached report), with special appreciation to the Corps Program Manager, Mollie 
TeVrucht and Corps Archeologist, Diane Hanson. 
 
 
Red Cliff  Band of  Lake Superior Chippewas Assumes SHPO Duties  
 
The National Park Service has advised the Corps that the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewas has 
assumed State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) functions within the exterior boundaries of the 
Tribe’s reservation in Wisconsin.  Among the duties assumed by the Tribe is the responsibility for 
consulting with Federal agencies on Federal undertakings and entering into Memoranda of Agreement 
pursuant to Section 106 of  the National Historic Preservation Act.  The Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer (THPO) is Ms. Lisa Bresette.   Ms. Bresette can be contacted in writing at Red Cliff Band of  
 
Lake Superior Chippewas, 88385 Pike Road, Highway 13, Bayfield, Wisconsin 54814 and by telephone 
at (715) 779-3648. 
 
Society for Historical Archaeology Announces Award for USACE Preservationist 
 
The Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA) and its Awards Committee have announced honors to be 
presented at the SHA’s Annual Meeting in January 2004.   We are pleased to learn that Dr. Michael 
“Sonny” Trimble will receive the Society’s Award of Merit.  Dr. Trimble is the Director of the Corps 
Mandatory Center of Expertise (MCX) for the Curation and Management of Archeological Collections 
(CMAC) in the St. Louis District. 
 
The award citation reads, in part, that Dr. Trimble “has been a tireless proponent of sound collections 
management practices and served as a vocal advocate to address the nation’s crises in archeological 
collections management. . . (his) efforts, and those of his colleagues, have led to an improvement of the 
storage conditions and curation of hundreds of important archaeological collections accounting for tens of 
millions of archaeological specimens.” 
 
We add our congratulations to Dr. Trimble and the entire MCX CMAC team for receiving this well-
deserved recognition from the SHA and the professional community it represents.
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Upcoming Events 
 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Washington, D.C.  9-12 March 2003 
 
Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Milwaukee, Wisconsin   9-13 April 2003  
(USACE CRM Meeting - -  8 – 9 April 2003) 
 
Fifth World Archeological Congress, Washington, D.C.,  21 – 26 June 2003 
 
National Preservation Conference, Denver, Colorado, 30 September -  5 October 2003 
 
 
Legislative Affairs 
 
The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs for the first session of the 108th Congress met recently to elect a 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-Colorado) was elected Chairman 
and Senator Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) was elected Vice-Chairman.  Senator Campbell is a Native 
American and Senator Inouye is a Native Hawaiian ; both have served in leadership roles on the 
Committee in previous sessions of Congress.  To view upcoming Committee hearings, identify 
Committee members, and view member biographies go to the Committee homepage at:   
http://www.senate.gov/~scia/index.html. 
 
  
Archeological Looters Convicted for Destruction of Corps Site 
 
The St. Louis Post – Dispatch   has reported that two men admitted in Federal Court to illegally digging  
an ancient burial site near the Corps Lake Wappapello, in southeastern Missouri.  
 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Hahn said the prosecution of the two men sent an important message to 
people who might desecrate grave sites or carry out illegal archaeological digs. "We will prosecute these 
kinds of cases," he said. "Protecting the sanctity of Native American burial sites is important to this 
office."  
 
The men face a total of 12 years in prison and up to $270,000 in fines.  
 
Acting on a tip, authorities last summer observed the two men digging at the site and arrested them as 
they left the scene with arrowheads and other artifacts, according to court documents. The men had piled 
human remains near two holes they had dug.  
 
The corps, which manages the lake as part of a 44,000-acre park, received an anonymous tip about the 
illegal dig. Corps rangers, joined by a Missouri conservation agent and Wayne County sheriff's deputies, 
drove to a remote area near the lake and hiked a half mile through hilly terrain.  
 
There they discovered the perpetrators digging up the site.  The men had about 15 arrowheads and 
artifacts in their possession, and one of the men had several items in his shoes.  The men had discovered 
human remains as they dug, placing them in a pile.    
 
The two men had tools, including shovels and a long steel probe, according to an account filed in court as 
part of their guilty pleas.  

http://www.senate.gov/~scia/index.html
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The Editor of HERITAGE MATTERS is Paul Rubenstein, USACE Federal Preservation Officer. The Publisher is 
Harry Kitch, Chief, Guidance Development Branch.  They can be contacted at paul.d.rubenstein@usace.army.mil 
and harry.e.kitch@usace.army.mil, respectively. 

 
A complete account of the case, reported by Peter Shinkle for the Post – Dispatch can be found at: 
http://www.stltoday.com/  
 
 
Instructions for Contributors to HERITAGE MATTERS 
 
This newsletter is intended to improve communication on management of the cultural environment 
throughout the Corps.  We hope that future editions will contain contributed narratives from team 
members throughout the agency.  With your help, these notes can become a forum for sharing of 
experiences and an opportunity to learn from others.  We welcome your thoughts, questions, success 
stories and lessons learned so that we can share them on these pages.  Contributed articles can be as long 
as it takes to relay information, but we recommend 2 – 3 paragraphs.  Please: 
 
 - - Use MS Word 
 - - Use “normal” style 
 - - Use Times Roman font, 11 point 
 - - Left justify text with double spacing between paragraphs 
 - - Begin articles with a short title in bold text 
 - - Follow the title with the author(s) name and organization 
 - - Include an end line with contact information including telephone number and e-mail address 
 
 
Submissions Deadline 
 
The deadline for material for the next issue of HERITAGE MATTERS is 15 April 2003. 
 

mailto:paul.d.rubenstein@usace.army.mil
mailto:harry.e.kitch@usace.army.mil
http://www.stltoday.com/

