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Prairie Restoration Project

KSR Funding and Land Acquisition




KSNHI Mission

Collect, manage, and disseminate information
about the biological diversity of Kansas

Focus on the plants, animals, and natural
communities that are sensitive, rare, and/or
protected by statute

Member of the NatureServe
Network

The NatureServe Network

NatureServe Member Programs
90 staff in 6 offices 800 staff

- Member Services - 53 U.S. programs

- Conservation Science Services -7 Canadian programs

- Information Technology -11 Latin American / Caribbean
Services programs
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Search our online encyclopedia of
plants, animals, and ecosystems of
the U.S. and Canada.
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Conservation Status Ranking

G/S1 — Critically imperiled
G/S2 — Imperiled

G/S3 — Vulnerable

G/S4 — Apparently secure
G/S5 — Secure

G/SH — Possibly extinct
G/SX — Presumed extinct

G = Global (rangewide) S = State




Whooping Crane

G1 - Critically imperiled
throughout range

S1N - Critically imperiled
in Kansas

Kansas Rare Plants (G1 — G2)

Scientific Name |Common Name | G-rank/S-rank
Asclepias meadii Mead’s milkweed G2/S2

Ipomoea shumardiana | Narrow-leaf morning- G2G3/s1
glory

Cuscuta attenuata Taper-tip dodder G2/SH

Rubus hancinianus Hancin’s dewberry G2/S2

Sagittaria ambigua G2?/S2

Schoenoplectus hallii Hall's twine-bulrush G2/s1

Trillium viridescens Ozark trillium G2G4Q/s1

Platanthera praeclara Western prairie fringed | G2/S1
orchid




Western Prairie Fringed
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Methods

Prairies located using aerial photography and
road surveys

Plant species list created

Ranks for ecological integrity assigned using
Heritage Program methodology

Rare plants and animals documented
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Clinton Lake Area




Prairie Remaining in 5 Kansas
Counties

2005
1850s 1850s Estimated 2005 Percent of
Prairie Percent of High- Prairie High-Quality

Acreage Quality Prairie Acreage Prairie
Remaining

Ecological Restoration and
Qutreach In Eastern Kansas




Where: University of Kansas
Field Station and Ecological
Reserves.

When: 6/1/2005 —
5/31/2006. Planned
continuation for
maintenance and expansion.

How : National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation grant
$80,000.

Project Overview

Overall Goal: The goal of the KSR restoration program is to recover native prairies, wetlands,
and forests and in doing so enhance the field station mission of research, education, and public
outreach.

Over the years, the native prairie landscape at
the KU Field Station has succeeded to forest
or has been converted to agriculture.

Phase | goals: The first phase of the
restoration program will focus on prairie
ecosystems. The goals of this first phase are
to

= protect high-quality prairies;

= restore and enhance degraded remnants;

= promote habitat connectivity within the
prairie landscape;

= provide opportunities for community and
professional cooperation and outreach.
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Rockefeller Tract

Protect original native
prairie by removing
trees from the buffer
areas and conducting
regularly scheduled
burns.

bordering the native
prairie.

Remove trees along

fields and prai ill be
burned regularly
promote native prairie
species

Remove invading
trees from
degraded remnant
prairie a

Kansas Ecological Reserves
Restoration Activities — Phase |

s

B bl . e |
-r Remove invading
ﬁ es from

degraded remnant
prairie areas.

Remove trees
bordering prairie
restoration areas to
promote habitat
connectivity and
d prairie
eage

On-the-ground
Restoration
= protect high-quality
native prairie

= restore and enhance
degraded remnant prairies

= promote connectivity

o e e BUrning Schedule

= First two years of restoration project:
dormant season (Spring) burns for all units to
control woody species

» Subsequent years: alternate units to stagger
burn years; incorporate summer burns.

i’

11



Adaptive management
Seed gardens
Monarch waystations
Workshops

Plant species lists
for Floristic
Quality
Assessment

5x5 m permanent
vegetation
sampling plots;
percent cover for
each species

Walking survey for
reptiles

Ground-based
photography
locations

Bird census
locations

Phase |1

Center for Conservation and Restoration
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KBS and Restoration Project
Brochures Available
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