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At the same time, to escape 

the dependence on foreigners 

for technical skills, Congress 

established the United States 

Military Academy at West 

Point, New York in 1802 under 

the aegis of the Corps of 

Engineers. West Point was the 

first engineering school in the 

United States. Not until after 

the Civil War was the responsi- 

bility of operating West Point 

transferred from the Corps of 

Engineers to the War 

Department. 

Committed to the concept 

that the Corps also provide 

training that would serve the 

nation in peaceful pursuits, 

Thomas Jefferson set its sol- 

diers to roadbuilding and 

exploration. As the country 

expanded westward following 

the Louisiana Purchase and 

Lewis and Clark Expedition, 

several notable Corps engi- 

neers led the way by breaking 

trails for the immigrants who 

followed and developing criti- 

cal networks of cornmunica- 

tion and transportation. 

Corps work on the National 

Road - the first "national 

highway" - began in 1825. 



Between 1817and 1820, 

Stephen H. Long surveyed the 

Platte, the Arkansas and the 

Canadian Rivers and in 1845, 

John C. Fremont, also known 

as "The Pathfinder," journeyed 

up the Oregon Trail. Their 

detailed maps helped to bind 

this huge new country to the 

old and provided the frame- 

work for future construction of 

roads, transcontinental rail- 

roads, lighthouses, bridges, 

coastal and inland harbors, and 

eventually dams and levees. 

In 1824, Congress - 

through the General Survey Act 

- gave the Corps of Engineers 

its civil works mission. This 

legislation authorized the 

President to use the Corps to 

survey roads and canals of 

national importance to facilitate 

both interstate commerce and 

military logistics. A separate 

measure appropriated $75,000 

for clearing snags from the 

Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 

In May 1846, on the eve of 

the Mexican War, Congress 

authorized the first regular 

company of engineer troops - 

skilled in military engineering 

as well as combat. After the 

war, their commander, 

Lieutenant General Winfield 

Scott said: 

. . . that for our graduated 
cadets the war betqen the 
United States and Mexico 

might, and probably 
would, have lasted some 
four or five years . . . 

whereas in two campaigns 
we conquered a great 

county and a peace with- 
out the loss of a single bat- 

tle or skirmish. t 
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tion of the Old Executive Office 
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the 1970s, the Corps has devel- 

oped and refined new solu- 

tions and approaches to ener- 

gy conservation, preservation 

and enhancement of the envi- 

ronment. Today the Corps 

manages an environmental 

cleanup program of more than 

$500 million a year that elimi- 

nates hazardous wastes at cur- 

rent and former defense sites. 

In addition, the Corps carries 

out an active environmental 

and natural resource manage- 

ment program at its projects, 

managing thousands of square 

miles as forest and wildlife 

habitat, monitoring water qual- 

ity at its dams, and developing 

new habitat to replace past 

environmental losses. 

Other lifecycle projects 

include constructing transmit- 

ter sites for the Voice of 

America; working with the 

Department of Transportation 

on magnetic levitation; and 

providing engineering and 

management services to 26 
other Federal agencies. 

The Corps emergency plan- 

ning for dealing with natural 

disasters has saved countless 

lives and billions of dollars. 

Recent emergencies for which 

the Corps has provided sup- 

port include Hurricanes Hugo 

and Andrew, the San Francisco 

Bay Area earthquake, and the 

Alaskan oil spill. 
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Behind each of these 

milestones burns an 

esprit de corps that 

first came to life during 

America's War for 

Independence. Today, 

more than two centuries 

later, this spirit still burns 

bright in the hearts of 

40,000 Americans located in 

hundreds of communities 

across the United States and 

around the world. It is the 

spirit behind a mission "to 

provide quality, responsive 

engineering service to the 

Nation in peace and war" 

on time and within budget. 

It is the spirit of the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. 

In a typical year, C 

multidisiplinary tea 

actively support appr 

mately 4,000 lifecycl 

jects. They maintain 

miles of improved w 

ways (including 23 

and 500 ports) whi 

year move 237 billi 

miles of freight; an 

hydroelectric projec 

erate nearly 50 billio 

Today, this spirit of the 

Corps permeates virtually 

every area of modern tech- 

nology, including research, 

engineering development, 

investigations and planning, 

design and construction, 

operations and mainte- 

nance, hydroelectric power 

production, engineering 

intelligence and computer 

operations. 

addition, Corps flood con- 

trol projects have prev 

more than $200 billion 

property damage and s 

countless lives. 

As members of the world's 

largest public engineering 

agency and the Army's 

largest technical service, the 

members of the Corps of 

Engineers are proud that 

esprit de corps will always 

be more than a slogan. 

Indeed, it has become a 

way of life; a way to truly 

make a difference in the 

world. 



BUILDING OUR 
NATION'S FUTUF1 

Explorers. 
Builders. 
Problem solvers. 

To better serve the 

cated to three m 

i'nent areas: 

We are committed to 
our people. 
Everyone in the Corps is trear- 

ed with dignity and respect 

and is given the opportunity to 

perform meaningful 

creative and exciting 

ent that rewards talent 

of Enqineers 


