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DING AMERICA 
d THE GROUND UP 

cessities of the 

tionary War gave 

I June 16, 1775 to 

,auld become the 

Irps of Engineers. 

General George 

appointed Richard 

lief engineer of 

tal Army. 

t task was to 

nstruction of 

2astworks at the 

lker Hill. 

added companies 

roops, or sappers 

to the Army, and, 

led them into a 

s of Engineers. 

rs' finest hour was 

of Yorktown in 

1, which forced a 

lder and the end 

to reconquer the 

nerican colonies. 

threat of war 

oomed again in 

:ss established a 

llerists and 

construct new 

astal ~ortitlcations at key har- 

rs. This organization lasted 

only until 1802, when 

Congress permanently estab- 

lished a Corps of Engineers. 

At the same time, to escape 

the dependence on foreigners 

for technical skills, Congress 

established the United States 

Military Academy at West 

Point, New York in 1802 under 

the aegis of the Corps of 

Engineers. West Point was the 

first engineering school in the 

United States. Not until after 

the Civil War was the responsi- 

bility of operating West Point 

transferred from the Corps of 

Engineers to the War 

Department. 

Committed to the concept 

that the Corps also provide 

training that would serve the 

nation in peaceful pursuits, 

Thomas Jefferson set its sol- 

diers to roadbuilding and 

exploration. As the country 

expanded westward following 

the Louisiana Purchase and 

Lewis and Clark Expedition, 

several notable Corps engi- 

neers led the way by breaking 

trails for the immigrants who 

followed and developing criti- 

cal networks of communica- 

tion and transportation. 

Corps work on the National 

Road - the first "national 

highway" - began in 1825. 



Between 1817 and 1820, 

Stephen H. Long surveyed the 

Platte, the Arkansas and the 

Canadian Rivers and in 1845, 

John C. Fremont, also known 

as "The Pathfinder," journeyed 

up the Oregon Trail. Their 

detailed maps helped to bind 

this huge new country to the 

old and provided the frame- 

work for future construction of 

roads, transcontinental rail- 

roads, lighthouses, bridges, 

coastal and inland harbors, and 

eventually dams and levees. 

In 1824, Congress - 

through the General Survey Act 

- gave the Corps of Engineers 

its civil works mission. This 

legislation authorized the 

President to use the Corps to 

survey roads and canals of 

national importance to facilitate 

both interstate commerce and 

military logistics. A separate 

measure appropriated $75,000 

for clearing snags from the 

Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 

In May 1846, on the eve of 

the Mexican War, Congress 

authorized the first regular 

company of engineer troops - 

skilled in military engineering 

as well as combat. After the 

war, their commander, 

Lieutenant General Winfield 

Scott said: 

i l  War, Corps 

td as engineer 

led combined 

surveys and 

nd directed 

When West 
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tion of the State, War and Navy 

Buildings and oversaw construc- 

tion of the Old Executive Office 

Building as well as the Library 

of Congress. 

In the following decade, the 

Corps' involvement in civil 

works mushroomed as appropri- 

ations jumped from $3.5 million 

for 49 projects and 26 surveys in 

1866 to $19 million for 371 pro- 
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In 1885, the Corps Ixgan to fur- 

ther develop waterborne com- 

merce on the Ohio River by 

completing the construction of 

Davis Island Lock and Dam near 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. By 

1929, the Corps had completed 

a system of 50 locks and dams 

which assured year-around com- 

mercial navigation on the Ohio's 

981-mile length from Pittsburgh 

to Cairo, Illinois, where the river 

joins the Mississippi. 

Growing pressures for navi- 
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Prompted by the conserva- 

tion movement of the early 

twentieth century, multipur- 

pose planning for the nation's 

resources gained widespread 

popularity. Congress respond- 

ed with legislation in 1909 

which directed the Corps to 

consider the potential for 

hydroelectric power generation 

in all its preliminary surveys 

for navigational projects. At the 

same time, recurring floods led 

to the passage of the Flood 

Control Act of 1917 that autho- 

rized federal flood control on 

the lower Mississippi River and 

its tributaries. The Flood 
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Mississippi. The seminal act in 

expanding the Corps civil 

works responsibilities was the 

Flood Control Act of 1936, 

which recognized flood control 

in general as a proper activity 

of the federal government. 

From 1907 to 1914, Corps of 

Engineers' officers succeeded 

in completing the Panama 

Canal after others had failed. 

Many of today's excavation 

techniques were developed by 

the Corps during this landmark 

project. 

During World War I, the 

Corps performed a greater 

diversity of military services 

than ever before in combat 

and in such activities behind 

the lines as constructing ports, 

storage depots, hospitals, and 

barracks. 

World War 11 saw the Corps 

at its military best and peak 

strength (700,000 members) 

when it supported the 

Normandy landing and break- 

through of enemy lines, its 

bridgebuilding efforts and sup- 

port of amphibious landings. 

Throughout the Pacific 

Theater, the Corps built and 

repaired pipelines and ports 

and dredged harbors. Bases in 

Greenland and Iceland were 
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shipping. The Corps also built 

the 1,671-mile Alcan Highway 

in Alaska and the Ledo Road 

from India to Burma. 

At home, the Corps of 

Engineers took over the 

responsibility for all Army con- 

struction in December 1941 

This effort included military 

and industrial projects - a 

total mohiliz:~tion that involved 

more than 27,000 projects at a 

cost of $15.3 billion. 

By far, the largest task car- 

ried out by World War I1 engi- 

neers was the Manhattan 

Project, which catapulted the 

United States into the nuclear 

age. Two industrial complexes, 

a desert test facility and a large 

city - Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
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Behind each of these 

milestones burns an 

esprit de corps that 

first came to life during 

America's War for 

Independence. Today, 

more than two centuries 

later, this spirit still burns 

bright in the hearts of 

40,000 Americans located in 

hundreds of communities 

across the United States and 

around the world. It is the 

spirit behind a mission "to 

provide quality, responsive 

engineering service to the 

Nation in peace and war" 

on time and within budget. 

It is the spirit of the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. 

Today, this spirit of the 

Corps permeates virtually 

every area of modern tech- 

nology, including research, 

engineering development, 

investigations and planning, 

design and construction, 

operations and mainte- 

I nance, hydroelectric power 
production, engineering 

intelligence and computer 

operations. 

In a typical year, Corps 

multidisiplinary teams 

actively support approxi- 

mately 4,000 lifecycle pro- 

jects. They maintain 12,000 

miles of improved water- 

ways (including 235 locks 

and 500 ports) which each 

year move 237 billion ton- 

miles of freight; and their 

hydroelectric projects gen- 

erate nearly 50 billion kilo- 

watt-hours of electricity. In 

addition, Corps flood co 

trol projects have prever 

more than $200 billion i~ 

property damage and sa. 

countless lives. 

As members of the worlc 

largest public engineerin 

agency and the Army's 

largest technical service, 

members of the Corps o 

Engineers are proud thal 

esprit de corps will alwa 

be more than a slogan. 

Indeed, it has become a 

way of life; a way to trul 

make a difference in the 

world. 



BUILDING OUR 
NATION'S FUTURE 

Explorers. 
Builders. 
Problem solvers. 

_ Stewards. 

In these roles, members of the U S .  Army Corps of Engineers 

have given life not only to the spirit of making a dtfference, but 

also to a vision; a vision of achieving "a vibrant, competent 

energetic, respected Corps team - inspired b y  our tasks and 

proud of our accomplishments, yet humbled by the honor we 

share in serving our Nation . . . a Nation at Peace." 

To better serve the nation's 

needs, the Corps remains decli- 

cated to three major commit- 

ment areas: 

We are committed to 
our people. 
Everyone in the Corps is treat- 

ed with dignity and respect 

and is given the opportunity to 

perform meaningful work in a 

creative and exciting environ- 

ment that rewards talent and 

achievement. Furthermore, 

without infringing on chains of 

command, we work together 

we care for each other as a 

family. Last, to ensure our 

strength in the future, we 

focus on professional and 

leadership development to 

maximize personal and team 

growth. 

We are committed to 
our values. 
Everything we say and do  is 

based on our values of integri- 

ty, quality, professionalism and 

esprit de  corps, underscored 

by a shared and mutual loyalty 

and personal commitment and 

as a civilian/military team and accountability. 

We are committed to 
our customers and 
partners. 
We exist as an  organization 

only as long as we  serve our 

customers and partners. Our 

ultimate customers are the tax- 

payers, who communicate to 

us through their many repre- 

sentatives - the Congress, the 

President, and successive lev- 

els in the Army, the Air Force, 

and other Departments and 

Agencies we serve. While we 

focus on serving local cus- 

tomers, we are always loyal 

and accountable to all those 

who legitimately speak for the 

taxpayer. 

These commitments coupled 

with 200 years of history-mak- 

ing success have made and 

will continue to make the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers not 

only the finest public engi- 

neering agency in the world, 

but also a place where you 

can truly make a difference for 

tomorrow. 


