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Corps offers many opportuni- 

as a biologist, some more 

:d than others. Mary 

lir spends most of her 
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-musands. Thousands of fish, 

; a Corps fish biologist at the 

e Lock & Dam in Oregon, her 

esponsibility is to inspect the 

I passage facilities. Calibration 
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of equipment is all part of a 
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!ege graduates, the Cops 

ical sciences, Mary Todd also obtained 

three years of specialized experience 

as a volunteer freshwater fish culture 

agent with the U.S. Peace Corps in 

Burundi, Central Africa. She joined the 

Corps in February of 1993 because she 

thought it would be "interesting to 

work for a federal agency to see what 

its mechanisms looked like from the 

inside." So far, what has impressed her 

most is how much the Corps encour- 

ages "a professional attitude. That's 

valuable experience for someone com- 

ing right out of college." 

Her fish ladder duties notwithstand- 

ing, Mary Todd's favorite Corps expe- 

rience so far was hosting a fishing 

education day at a local lake for inner- 

city children. "The goal was to teach 

them what they can do to fight pollu- 

tion," recalls Mary Todd. During one 

demonstration, Mary Todd explained 

why they should put the plastic bag 

is a very good starr- that holds their sandwich in a pants 

pocket rather than on the ground. 
e. You are encouraged 

"Plastic floating in the water looks an 

vl a uari- 
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awful lot like a jelly fish. If a sea turtle 

ate it, thinking that it was food, it 

would hurt the sea turtle," says Mary 

Todd. "It was meaningful to me to see 

the kids nodding their heads, like they 

were learning things that they would 

remember." 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers 


